Tuberculosis in wildlife in the Ruwenzori National Park Uganda (part I).
The technique adopted for a survey of tuberculous infection in wild Cape buffalo (Syncerus caffer, Sparrman) living in the Ruwenzori National Park, Uganda is described and the results of gross post-mortem examinations of a random sample of 52 buffalo and a selected sample of 64 thin buffalo are tabulated. Tuberculosis was found to occur in buffalo in the area of the Park north of the Maramagambo Forest; the disease is considered to be absent from the area south of the forest. Tuberculosis was found to affect 10% of the random sample of buffalo and 38% of the selected thin sample. Laboratory procedures carried out for the isolation and typing of the mycobacteria are described. Mycobacterium bovis was shown to be responsible for 12 of 14 infections and atypical mycobacteria for the remaining two. The distribution and character of the lesions are described and an account of the epidemiology, morbidity and mortality of the disease is given. It is estimated that tuberculosis is responsible for an annual mortality of about 1% of the 18,000 buffalo inhabiting the Park.